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By last week, it was clear that the Nicaraguan government, the contras, and the Organization
of American States had all given their approval for the use of the Pan- American Development
Foundation (PADF) to deliver aid to the contras approved in March by the US Congress, and
in accordance with the March 23 Sapoa accord. On May 25, the House Democratic Caucus
unamimously adopted a resolution calling on the Reagan administration to proceed with
arrangements for deliveries through the Foundation, and to immediately terminate alternative
means of delivering aid as already implemented or planned by the US Agency for International
Development (AID). As of May 13, AID said it had delivered more than 500 metric tons of food
to contras based in Honduras, despite protests by OAS Secretary General Joao Baena Soares and
the Nicaraguan government. Despite the agreement on the PADF to deliver aid to the contras,
AID has reportedly not yet dropped its plan to deliver assistance to contras inside Nicaragua by
funneling cash through Honduras. Next, AID has reportedly allocated up to $300,000 per month for
cash payments to families of contra troops and officials in Honduras and Florida. Apparently, few
members of Congress were aware that money from their March "cease-fire support package" was
going to be used to continue this secret CIA project. Rep. Leon Panetta (D-CA) plans to introduce
a Resolution of Inquiry that would require the administration to release all documents relevant
to AID's contra aid program. As of June 1, Panetta had 83 co-sponsors, including the entire House
leadership. (Basic data from 05/27/88, 06/01/88 bulletins by Coalition for a New Foreign Policy,
Washington DC)
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